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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give us a try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2 To give personal service. 

3: To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes it title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 


Cover Picture 

Percy Hudson, Captain of Dawson’s 
Corner Sheltered Homes’ domino team 
proudly shows the Norman Longley 
Trophy. This is the 17th year of 
Bramley’s domino competition. Norman 
Longley was the Branch's much loved 
Pilot. 
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Personal View 


o kill the Pope, my attention was rivetted by a Gerald 
Times. In one corner was an automatic pistol. The rest 
odies. The corpses had fallen into a pattern. The 


Just after the recent attempt t 
Scarfe cartoon in The Sunday 
of the picture was made up of dead b 


elt out the words ‘I want’. | 
Pao ee is happening to us? We can see in places like N Ireland just where we go 


when we reject the ballot and choose the bullet. Yet we are a en behind the IRA 
and the rest on their slippery slope, and our pace Is accelerating. ms P 

Look at a few of the signs along the way. We are aro i rd with 
hijacking, mugging, kidnapping and all forms of violence for a HE ustrial groups — 
management as well as workers — push their sectional demands with scant regard for 
the welfare of others: so do local and national bureaucrats. We must not, We are told, 
expect deprived minorities to obey the law. The idea is abroad that Courts and 
Parliament may properly be defied by groups whose immediate interests seem not to 
be served by their decisions. It is almost commonplace for confidential documents to 
be stolen and passed to the press by men who disagree with what they say. Even 
Cabinet Ministers have not scrupled to leak private discussions (ie break trust) in the 
search for populist support for policies rejected by a majority of their colleagues. 

No doubt there are complex reasons for this knocking at the rule of law and 
the other props on which our society has been built. Not least is the near abandon- 
ment (by leaders and led) of the Christian faith on which democracy rests. Yes, I know 
that democracy is a Greek word but the reality of the idea is Christian. Classical Greek 
civilisation was built on slavery, with the slaves seen as scarcely human. Ours is built 
on the central paradox of Christianity of which I have written on this page in recent 
months — belief in the unique value of the individual and understanding that he 
cannot live alone. 

If we mean to change our nation, we must change ourselves and our attitudes 
to and relationships with our neighbours. I well remember the incredulity that greeted 
R A Butler’s claim in the early 1950s that our standard of living would double within 
25 years. But he was right. As we became more affluent, we pressurized governments 
to give us more and more. Since our political system depends on the parties competing 
for our votes, they have outbid each other with increasing stridency and recklessness, 
tossing out promises in opposition that they cannot redeem in office. Indeed, our 
demands have grown almost in inverse proportion to the ability of governments to 
meet them in an increasingly inter-dependent world. We have been told repeatedly that 
the rise in our material standards can go on for ever and that it is the only thing in life 
that matters. We have learned the lesson and, now that the rise has come to an end, we 
are bitterly resentful. So, when the vote no longer brings what we have been taught to 
want, it’s hardly surprising that the shouting and the shooting start. Yet, even now, 
politicians are building on our greed, selfishness and envy by assuring us that more 
bread and better circuses are just around the corner if only we give them our votes! 

All this has bitten so deep that we need a real wrench of thought to realise that 
high and rising material standards are not part of our norma! condition. Indeed, for 
most of human history, most men have barely survived and, even in this age of 
technological arrogance, there are vast areas of the world where simple subsistence is 
beyond the reach of many. 

Our liberal democracy and its rule of law are far from perfect but they are 
infinitely better than anything the gun is likely to bring us. Our society has unfairness 
and inequality built into it: so has every human society. For all the clamour over rising 
material standards, the poor and the weak still trail behind: ‘When the seas turned to 
honey, the poor lost their spoons’ Already, vast sums have been soaked up by the 
agencies of the ‘statutory compassion’ of our welfare state. Yet cries of unfairness and 
class division are louder than ever and greed and envy are rampant. So it seems 
unlikely that pouring even greater sums into the same agencies will suddenly produce a 
change for the better. Still less is it likely that peace and content will be brought to us 
by the gun and the petrol bomb. 

Whether our analysis is economic, political or religious, change must start in us 
and show in our attitudes to and relationships with our neighbour. The real struggle 
is not for more socialism or more capitalism or more government: it is the fight to 
change ourselves. Toc H is fond of the slogan ‘Society needs compassion rather than 
competition: Well, ‘society’ is only you and me. If we will think and talk and act more 
in terms of our duties than our rights; if we will teach ourselves to consume less, 
demand less and respect and care for each other more; then there is hope. If we will 
not, then abolishing the House of Lords and filling the House of Commons with 650 
Tony Benn clones is not going to save us from the chilling implications of Gerald 
Scarfe’s gun. 
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Four Sittingbourne (Kent) Joint Branch members temporarily occupying the seat they 
presented to the town some years ago. Recently, this seat — a godsend in the busy 


High Street — was badly vandalised. It is now repaired and obviously in good care! 
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The Toc H pillory in action soaking some local ‘felons’ at the Mold (Clwyd) District 
Summer Fete. 
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Members of Cirencester Men’s Branch with wives and friends regularly entertain the 
elderly residents of Paternoster House. ‘The standard of entertainment’, they say, ‘has 


suddenly become more ambitious’! 


‘Fishers 
of Men 


Throughout 1980, Teesside District ran a 
project without precedent. They offered 
a gift of membership for the period of 
our ‘Thank You’ Year to members’ 
relatives and friends and other voluntary 
helpers who had been associated with the 
District. At the end of the year, each of 
these was sent a ‘renewal of membership’ 
form. At the first count, from the 89 
people involved, the District gained 13 
new full members, a few renewals by 
former members, a number of cash 
donations and many promises of 
continued support for Toc H work. 

During the year, each ‘thank you’ 
member was given a copy of Point Three. 
A garden party was held to bring about 
the meeting of the very many friends of 
Toc H in Teesside with existing and ‘gift’ 
members. The year did not come to an 
abrupt end: contact is being maintained 
in a number of ways. 

The scheme was a fairly costly 
one but a ‘Warden Manor Award’ of £100 
helped the experience considerably. 

Teesside District see their project 
as worthwhile. New friendships have been 
made and old ones deepened; the new 
members have all served an apprentice- 
ship probably better than the traditional 
probation period; the scheme was not a 
‘one off” exercise — since links were 
strengthened and extended, it can be 
continued or repeated at any time. 
Moreover, the whole exercise under- 
lined the value of the active District 
Branch with its unusual identity and 
modus operandi and its flexible meeting 
pattern. Most of the continuous contact 
work was carried on by the District 
Branch Convenor: the experience has 
enriched the life of the Branch and 
encouraged some of the new members to 
ask to join this particular Branch. 

This is a sample of the extension 
work started — and continued — by one 
District Branch. They are encouraged by 
the warmth with which their offer was 
received and by the results of their first 
year. 

What do you think? 


1982 DIARIES 


These are now in stock and available at 
no increase in price over last year. 


The Toc H pages have been completely 
reset in clearer type. 
Cover colour: Burgundy 
Price (including postage): 
80p (with pen) 
75p (without pen) 


The following Branches elected new 


members during May and June: 


6 
4 
2 


Thurrock (j) 

Kidsgrove (w) 

Edgmond (j), Nailsea (w) Group 
Paris (w), Portmadoc (m), 
Rushden Royal (w) 

Aston Manor (m), Bangor (j) 
Bitterne (w), Broadwater (w) 
Corwen (m), Cosby (m) 
Crewkerne (j), Dundee (j) Group 
Glen Parva (w), Heathfield (j) 
Leominster (j), St Annes (j) 
Troon (m), West Worthing (w) 
Wiggenhall St Germans (j) 
Wroughton (w) 


A warm welcome to 36 new members 


Mike Angus took up his appointment as 
Port Penrhyn Development Officer on 
1 May. Mike has had a very active career 
— most of it connected with the sea. He 
served with a number of companies — 
including Shell Tankers Ltd — as an 
Engineer Officer: he spent ten years in 
engineering Sales; for the last ten years he 
has been a self employed marine retailer. Pau: 
Mike has now decided that he wants ‘to Mike sists 
return something to society’ and we are 
delighted to be able to put to use his 
cheerfulness, energy and expertise. 
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An enquiry has been recently received 
at Headquarters concerning the 


method in which loans may be made 
to Central Funds and what rates of 
interest might apply to such loans. 
This subject was mentioned in this 
year’s Annual Report, but certainly 
deserves further comment. 


Should a Branch, District or Project 
Group have money to lend, then 
please send it to us and we will pay a 
rate of interest a half per cent over the 
basic Building Society rate. We are 
currently paying 9% and repayment 
is available on request by return of 
post. Individuals may loan money if 
they desire but, because of income 
tax complications, such monies bear 
no rate of interest at all. 


Money lent to us by Branches and 
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members and their friends in 


game. 


Eddie Godfrey 


Spectrum! — a recently formed group of 
the 
Croydon/Bromley area — dived into their 
first big job earlier this year at Sear chlight 
Workshops in Newhaven, Sussex. The 
pictures show members with residents at 
supper and joining in a ‘pass the parcel’ 


Properties Secretary on 15 June. Eddie 
worked for many years with the Halifax 
Building Society. More recently, he has 
been a self employed company director 
and has run a financial consultancy. We 
have been very fortunate to meet him at 
just the time he had decided to use his 
considerable property and accounting 
expertise in the service of a charitable 
body. Eddie’ wife (Jo) is a County of 
Buckinghamshire Home Help Organiser 


A warm welcome to Eddie Godfrey who and his two children (Mark aged 20 and 
took up the appointment of Finance and Sarah aged 21) are at University. 


Districts at present anda 
approximately £120,000 and ay 
further amounts would be gratefully | 
accepted. 


Loans can also be made available from 
Central Funds for approved projects 
and any clubs interested in the 
availability of such funds should 
contact Headquarters explaining their 
requirements. When approved these 
loans are made interest free and for a 
repayment period agreed in each case 
by the Finance Committee. 


Films! 


Toc H eni Peter Stevenson, a 
spastic living in Glamorgan, spent 
several years saving to buy movie 
equipment so that he could stage free 
film shows for youth clubs, schools, 
clubs, etc. He hopes that this will give 
him something useful to do which is 
within his scope and will meet a 
genuine need. If you are within his 
travelling range and would like a show 
you can contact him at 15 Ravenshoe 
Road, Coldbrook, Barry, S Glamorgan 
CF6 3AU or by telephone (evenings 
oniy) on a 735913. 
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Barrow-on- Hamos Joint Brinch hosted 
their villages senior citizens at the annual 
tea and reunion in the Methodist Hall. 


In Brief... 


@ For the past 15 years, Tunbridge Wells 
District has run a coach for the physically 
handicapped. Upkeep and maintenance 
are costly and Tunbridge Wells Women’s 
Branch decided last year to direct all their 
fund raising efforts for 12 months to 
‘the coach’. In May this year, the Branch 
celebrated its 51st birthday and used the 
occasion to pass over a cheque for £450 
to Tom Whyte, Chairman of the Coach 
Committee. This was such a splendid 
effort and was so much appreciated that 
Branch Chairman Dorothy Simpson 
pledged a second 12 months effort for 
the same cause. 


@ Some members of Lodden Vale 
District (North Hants) were inspired by 
the recent Colin Rudd series in Point 
Three (‘Jesus and the Kingdom’ — April, 
May and June issues) to write to us about 
their earlier contact with him. This was 
the occasion when he conducted the 
annual service for the Friendship Club, 
started more than 20 years ago by the 
former Fleet Women’s Branch and still 
going strong. This Club recently had an 
honourable place in the Crystal 
Anniversary Celebrations and Flower 
Festival of the Fleet Church of Ss Philip 
and James. The place was marked by 
crystal glass and lavender crystals 
combined to represent the Light of 
Toc H. Together with candles arranged 
to represent the Toc H lamp, this 
mini-display brought to the minds of our 
correspondents Colin’s words: Zf that 
light is in us we must let it shine out so 
that mien may see our gocd works, which 
are nothing more than an expression of 
the reign of God within us, and learn to 
love and praise that same God who dwells 
in them also’. 


@ Goring-by-Sea Men’s Branch have the 
habit of keeping up a special friendship 
with the widows of former members. In 
June the motorist members of the Branch 
took these ladies for a beautiful 
afternoon drive through Sussex with a 
refreshment break in Bognor Regis. 


@ On one of our very wet and windy 
bank holiday Mondays this year, 
Sittingbourne (Kent) Joint Branch 
mounted a stall at their local fete. They 
didn’t make as much money as they had 
hoped but they say they had lots of fun! 
The proceeds go towards their annual 
coach outing for the handicapped and 
elderly — always a great success, Each 
year they arrange with another Kent 
Branch for a hall to be booked and tea 
arranged and they express their warm 
thanks to the Branches who have helped 
over the years. 


@We have heard from Newsome 
(W Yorks) Men’s Branch of some of their 
activities — actual and planned — during 
1981. In May they held an open night 
as part of their 21st birthday 
celebrations. Some 50 members and 
friends joined in to enjoy a social evening, 
a members’ film of a visit to Poperinge, 
supper and a birthday cake cut by two of 
the Branch’s founder members. Old 
friendships were renewed and new ones 
made. The Branch was delighted to 
welcome among their guests Charles 
Avery — possibly the oldest Toc H 
member. (Charles is 93 — any 
challengers?) In June they provided their 
annual outing for the housebound which 
took the same form as in previous years. 
(A full account of one of these outings 
appeared in our November 1980 issue.) 
Then on 15 August they are holding a 
fund raising concert in Newsome Parish 
Church. The concert is to be given by 
Honley Male Voice Choir — a local group 
which has a countrywide reputation. 
These concerts are always a ‘sell out’ and 
the village values this rare chance to hear 
a great choir. 


@St Anne’s (Lancs) Joint Branch 
‘went into films’recently to raise funds 
to help them send a party of local 
children for a holiday at the Toc H 
Centre on Weirside. A local film maker — 


Peter Wilson — agreed to present his 
award winning film ‘The Town from the 
Sand’ which tells the story of the 


development of St Annes-on-Sea from its 
birth in 1874. The hall was packed for 
the performance and £100 was raised. 


@ Ted Curry writes: ‘For the sixth year 
running the Toc H Branches in 
Northampton have organised a successful 
coach outing for about 40 aged and 
infirm people to Misterton Hall, near 
Lutterworth, where the party was made 
very welcome by Mr and Mrs Craven, the 
owners. The driver avoided most of the 
main roads and followed a pleasant 
route through the countryside looking its 
best on a summer afternoon 
(exceptionally this year!) The catering 
party went on ahead by car and when the 
coach arrived tea was ready and for an 
hour or more afterwards there was an 
opportunity to saunter at will round the 
lake and grounds and to admire the water 
fowl and the flowers... Misterron Hall 
is used frequently by other similar 
groups usually limited to 50 persons and 
it was learned that no fewer than four 
parties were expected the following 
week; since the grounds were made 
available some years ago, more than 
60,000 visitors have taken advantage of 
the facilities. Branches of Toc H and 
other groups wishing to visit Misterton 
Hall should first of all arrange to do so 
with Age Concern, Leicestershire, 6 St 
Martins, Leicester LE] SDB.’ 


@ About 60 members of the widely 
scattered Branches in Lincolnshire 
assembled on a pleasant Saturday 
afternoon in Faldingworth on the 
occasion of their annual Area Festival. 
The service of dedication was heralded by 
ringing the bells of the parish church and 
was conducted by the Vicar, Revd AG D 
Shearwood. Revd Barlow of Lincoln in 
his address spoke of our commitments to 
service to others and to the family. A 
splendid tea in the village hall was 
followed by a roll call of Branches and a 
series of party games organised by Eileen 
Vellam ensured that everyone had a good 
time. 


@ Dennis Till, Secretary of Chard 
(Somerset) Men's Branch writes to tell 
us that in May Chard hosted some 200 
members and friends from across the SW 
Region in their Guildhall. Distinguished 
guests included Chard’s Mayor and 
Mayoress, the Presidents of Chard Rotary 
and Round Table and Regiona! Chairman 
Peter Danmers. A plaque was presented 
to Dorothy Weaver in recognition of her 
sterling work for Chard Branch. The 


ladies, led by Dorothy, provided 
refreshments and the folk group 
‘Galopede’ entertained the company. 


Dennis adds in his letter the sad news of 
the death on I June of a much loved 
former Branch member Richard Crick. 
Richard had been a stalwart of the 
Branch until ill health forced his 
retirement four years ago. 


@ Sherborne & Yeavil (Dorset) Women’s 
Branch recently celebrated 50 years of 
service to their local community with a 
party for more than 200 guests. (Earlier 
— in February — they had joined in a 
rededication service on their official 
birthday). Among their party guests were 
one of their foundation members; 91 year 
old Gwen Robertson, a Branch member 
for more than 40 years: Toc H friends 
from a wide area; the Mayor and 
Mayoress and other local dignitaries. 
Speakers were Revd Keith Beck and 
Betty Cornick. 


@ The Secretary of State for Social 
Services opened in May a Breakthrough 
Trust Centre in Woodford Green. The 
centre will advise deaf people on the aids 
and facilities available to them besides 
helping others to a better understanding 
of the problems deaf people have with 
communication, A recent Government 
survey revealed great public sensitivity 
to these problems, coupled with a 
surprisingly. widespread ignorance of the 
best ways to respond to the deaf. Many 
people rely on shouting; few have grasped 
the importance of clear enunciation and 
emphatic lip movements. The Department 
hope to do much to improve under- 
standing during this International Year of 
Disabled People. 
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NATIONAL SERVICE 


TO THE COMMUNITY 


The concept of national service to the 
community is nothing new. However, a 
number of factors now demand that it be 
treated with more than just academic 
interest. 

First and foremost, it is becoming 
increasingly clear that many young 
people feel alienated against society. 
Professor Ralph Dahrendorf, Director of 
the London School of Economics, writes: 
‘Advanced societies of the Western world 
show a remarkable and still increasing 
inability to find a place for young 
people. Between the point at which they 
themselves start building a family and 
find a permanent job there is a widening 
gap. It would seem that if there is an 
answer at all to the issues raised by the 
social homelessness of the young, it has 
to be one which commands their interest 
and their respect. It has to make sense 
and be fun’. 

Secondly, surveys suggest that 
there are 500,000 jobs in the welfare and 
environmental fields which desperately 
need to be done, which our society is 
unlikely to be able to afford whichever 
political party is in power. The jobs 
include environmental improvement 
schemes, construction work, artistic and 
cultural activities and work in the sports, 
recreation, social and health services. 

Thirdly, it seems that no political 
party has faced up to the fact that, with 
modern technology, even when the world 
pulls out of the current recession, there 
are still going to be more people available 
to do a full day’s work than there will be 
jobs available. To avoid a deeply divided 
society between the ‘haves’ in work and 
the ‘have nots’ feeling that they are on 
the human scrap heap with no prospects 
of employment, we urgently need to 
reduce the number of people in the 
labour market. This can be done by early 
retirement, shared work, lengthy 
sabbaticals, or by delaying the entry of 
young people into the formal economy. 

Youth Call was therefore 
launched to stimulate a public debate on 
whether it is desirable, acceptable and 
practical for large numbers of young 
people to have an opportunity of 
engaging in some sort of service to the 
community across the nation. 

Amongst the key issues for debate 
are firstly, should it be compulsory. The 
arguments here are evenly balanced. The 
immense organisational and supervisory 
problems of absorbing vast numbers of 
young people in social and environmental 
work argue for a more gradual approach; 
‘conscripted’ young people could have a 
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by Nicolas Stacey 


ffect on those they are trying 
not imaginatively 
t could make 


damaging € 
to help; if schemes were NO) 
a sympathetically Ere anced and 
young people even more hate 
disenchanted; and it is A0! hich 
whether there are enough tasks Cr 
could be tackled by untrained young 
d at the same time e 
people, and at for them. 
meaningful, fulfilling and fun Or i 

On the other hand, the principal 
argument for compulsion is that it would 
be a shared social experience of service In 
a common cause, without regard to elass, 
race or wealth. It would prevent the two 
nations’ division that would otherwise 
grow up between those who volunteered 
and those who didn’t. 

One possible way out of the 
impasse which is being discussed in 
debate is to reward those who volunteer 
by, for example, encouraging employers 
to give preference to those who have 
done some kind of service. 

Another crucial question is how it 
should be organised. There would 
presumably have to be some central 
co-ordinating national body, perhaps of 
independent status, manned by the great 
and the good, and with local regional 
boards accountable to the national 
authority. The task of the central group 
would be to fet out contracts to local 
bodies. These could be local authorities, 
or voluntary bodies or both. Alternatively, 
the contract could be let out on a 
franchise system, like independent 
television. 

A further key element in the 
debate is cost. It is irresponsible to make 
recommendations which the country 
cannot afford. However, it costs about 
£6,000 a year per adult unemployed. For 
every 100,000 adults taken off the 
employment register, there would be 
direct and indirect savings of about 
£300 million. Although detailed costings 
have yet to be worked out, initial 
calculations suggest that the net cost of 
Hc Sa es 

E ctive infrastructure to 
Tdi E N 
u ently being paid to 
teenagers m unemployment benefits. 

Finally, how would the unions 
react? Union leaders have quite 

à properly 
expressed their concern for unemployed 
young people. If undertakin : 
to the unions that B: MU gien 
services using youn a Ransiongor 

g people would not be 
used as an excuse for cutting pern 
jobs, or for not replacing e ee 
scheme should be welcomed. PRA 


I want to stress that Youth Call 


Nicolas Stacey, Director 


‘ ' Of Socia] 
Services for Kent, is Chairman of the 


group that launched ‘Youth Call’ in an 
effort to stimulate public debate on this 


important issue. = Bane 


aoe ES See 
is attempting to stimulate a national 
debate. It is not marketing a tidy national 
community service package — our own 
arguments and views are far from 
decided, and very dependent on views we 
receive in debate. For example, the way 
the debate is going makes us feel that we 
ought to widen it to include 
vocational/apprentice training, including 
job tasting and work experience as well 
as community service. 

That there is intense interest in 
the subject is in no doubt. The Observer 
(26 April) led its front page with the 
results of a National Opinion Poll: ‘The 
vast majority of Britons would like to see 
a new style, work based “national 
service” introduced . . . Enthusiasm for 
such national service is widely shared by 
people of all ages, social classes and 
regions’. 

Although the debate has been in 
part spotlighted by the problems of high 
unemployment, we do not see it as a 
solution to Britain’s economic and 
employment problems. It is no substitute 
for restructuring the economy and 
recovery from the recession. Nor do we 
see service to the community as an 
alternative to adequate training for 
young people. Nevertheless, we feel that 
the idea of community service could be 
philosophically , economically and 
politically attractive. 

The problems of getting some 
kind of nation-wide service to the 
community going are enormous. But the 
problems created by continuing as we atë 
seem even greater and any government 
which ignores such problems will be 
courting disaster, 


ee 


Copies of the Youth Call debating 
document are obtainable from: Mrs H 
Kennard, Project Organiser, 67 Lom 


Road, London SW14 9JR at 50p (post 
free), 


ee 
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Belgian() 
Invasion 


Just a bunch of ordinary kids on an 
outing? No. These youngsters were 
disabled and the ‘outing’ was to 
Poperinge! Working on a one-to-one basis, 
young volunteers took these youngsters 
from a Blackpool special school, for a 
week’s holiday. Sharing accommodation 
in a youth hostel with a party from the 
South Eastern Region, they enjoyed 
sightseeing trips, games, a magic show 
and visits to funfairs, zoos and The Old 
House. Money for the trip (about 
£2,000) came from local organisations, 
Toc H Branches, a sponsored knit-in 
involving local people and also from a 
donation from outside the district. 

At a coffee evening hosted by 
the Mayor at Blackpool Towh Hall 
afterwards, Toc H said a big ‘Thank You’ 
to some of the supporters, who were 
given mementoes of the occasion. 

Was it worth it? Staff member 
Alan Daniels thinks so — for the pleasure 
it gave to the children and hard worked 
volunteers, for the break it gave to the 
parents of these lively youngsters, for the 
strengthened relationships between Toc H 
and the community, and the sense of 
achievement from a good job well done. 


From the 
Director 


by Ken Prideaux-Brune 


Encourage children to look at nature 
more closely by blindfolding them. That 
was the paradoxical suggestion I heard 
the other day from a young American 
named Joseph Cornell. He was speaking 
of his own experiences of introducing 
city children to nature. For instance, he 
leads a crocodile of children, all blind- 
folded, along a trail, stopping at intervals 
to make them feel the bark of a particular 
tree or the texture of vegetation, to listen 
to a stream or to the sound of footsteps 
on different surfaces. Then he removes 
the blindfolds and asks them to find their 
way back down the trail. Or he takes a 
child blindfolded into a wood to feel a 
particular tree, to note the pattern of the 
bark and to get an idea of size and shape. 
Then the child is led out of the wood, 
the blindfold is removed and he has to 
return and find ‘his’ tree. 


Even in our country retreat here 
at Wendover we get occasional visitors, 
and welcome they are, but in June for the 
first time a small group of members spent 
the best part of a day at Headquarters. 
Two car loads from the West Midlands 
and South Wales Region arrived in time 
to join us for prayers at 10.25 and during 
the day were able to talk to everybody 
and see what was going on. I think they 


Not all the games involve 
blindfolds. Nor do they all need to be 
played in the country. They are all based 
on the importance of learning from 
direct, personal experience and they are 
designed to help people to feel as well as 
to know. For instance — and this game 
can be played in a city playground or 
indoors just as well as in a wood — he will 
help a group of children to learn about 
trees by acting the different parts of a 
tree — as the bark, the sap, the heart 
wood, the tap root, the side roots etc. 
Then they act out what happens when 
the tree draws moisture up through its 
roots or when an insect tries to bite its 
way into the tree. 

If you are intrigued by these 
examples you may be interested in the 
book which he has written setting out 
many more of the ideas which he has 
used successfully. It’s called Sharing 
Nature with Children. Its by Joseph 
Cornell. It’s published by Inter-Action 
(15 Wilkin Street, London NW5 3NG) 
and it costs £2.95 (+ 35p postage). 

Joseph Cornell's talk was part of 
an afternoon arranged by Inter-Action to 
promote what they call ‘Country Lungs’, 
which is a fancy way of talking about 
opportunities for city children to visit the 
country. One of their objectives is to 
bring together in one place 
comprehensive information about all the 
many organisations, including ourselves, 
who in different ways are doing just this. 
The other objective is to provide extra 
facilities so that many more city children 
can have this opportunity. The campaign 
is being strongly backed by the Wildfowl 
Trust and other conservation groups who 
know that nature will be preserved in the 
future only if many more people 


appreciate it and understand it. 
* * * 


Photo: Scott Shaw 


left us feeling that even Headquarters 
staff are human. We were certainly much 
encouraged by their interest. Anything 
which breaks down the ‘them’ and ‘us' 
feeling, which can so easily become 
destructive, and helps us to realise that 
we are all striving for the same ends, is 
valuable. And this happens most 
effectively through personal contact. 


I hope this experiment will be repeated. 
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LIVING ALONE ~ 


Last winter The Daily Telegraph 
published an article about loneliness and 
aloneness. When it appeared a hospital 
doctor had just told me that my wife, 
after a major operation, probably had 
only a few weeks to live. 


So, I read the article with special interest. 
Most people, surely, are only too ready at 
such times, when shock, grief and fear 
mingle, to clutch at any possibility of 
help. 


Loneliness and aloneness . . . you may 
well ask whether a few months on one’s 
own, after 42 years of happy marriage, 
are sufficient to justify even a provisional 
judgment, let alone to begin offering 
advice. 


But the problems have to be faced soon 
enough. I was fortunate in having a 
partner who, amid great difficulties and 
an ultimate awareness of the situation, 
not only met them resolutely and 
bravely, but was still able to urge me not 
to withdraw into a shell when I was left 
alone. 


She knew that it would not be easy to 
look outwards, and she knew of the dark 
thoughts which were bound to arise, 
indeed had risen already. 


Despite the hospital prediction, we were 
together for another nine months. Nine 
sad months, yes, physically painful for 
her and emotionally painful for us both, 


nths, brightened by her 


nishing moments of her 
can have 


but precious mo 
patience and asto 
natural good humour, which 


saved me. 


Perhaps I was luckier than some men, in 


her example. But while she wanted me to 
return something to a comparatively 
small community which had been kind to 
us, she never overlooked the struggle 
which lay ahead for me — the grief and 
the gloom, inevitably, and the problems 
of loneliness and adjustment. 


How does one come to terms with them, 
if ever? To overcome loneliness is perhaps 
the greatest challenge, depending so much 
on personal interests. 


We were never socialisers, but, beyond 
the family circle, content with each 
other. In bereavement this means that 
there is no quick solace in company 
available, unless you seek entry or are 
invited. But you may not want it. 


Aloneness can be bearable, even satisfying, 
but you must be firm on certain points. 
‘Try to have a structure in your life,’ said 
the doctor. 


He was concerned because | lost weight, 
just over a stone, while looking after my 
wife. It is back now, I got the message. 


My meals are plain, but adequate. I wash, 
iron, scrub the kitchen floor, dust, water 


the indoor plants, shop, and get out in 


the garden when weather permits. Ang 
take over my grandchildren, when their 
mother needs occasional help. 


Loneliness? Yes, often enough to reming 
me of the gap left in my life. Aloneness 
Once | am over the sadness of returning 
to a house, now empty, where for so long 
Jove, warmth, and understanding Were 
waiting, I can manage. 


Some weeks back I met an active 76 Year 
old strolling along the sea front of his 
town. He was happy to have a chat. But 
his life, he said, was sad. The empty chair 
beside him, as he watched television, was 
a constant reminder of his loneliness, So 
it could be with many of us. 


He told me that a woman came once à 
week to tidy up his house. He seemed to 
welcome the company. But would his 
loneliness have been eased also if he had 
tidied up himself sometimes? 


But what about that contribution to the 
community which, in my wife’s memory 
if for nothing else, I should seek? The 
vicar came to see how I was faring and 
wondered, when asked for suggestions if I 
would help take old people to a weekly 
lunch given for them by the Red Cross. 


Certainly I would — and I found him 
among the volunteers. Then came an 
introduction to Toc H, a generous and 
comforting welcome, and now a share in 
their seldom publicised useful works. 


TT 


Family Action Injormation and Rescuc( 


We are at present experiencing a ‘Cult 
Explosion’ in this country. New Gurus, 
Prophets and Messiahs collect followers, 
and there is a steady increase in the 
number of cult centres, communes, 
temples and ashrams. What do you do 
when your neighbourhood is invaded by 
recruiting ‘Missionaries’ or ‘Devotees’ and 
you find their presence alarming? 


1. Get Information 

FAIR specialises in information about the 
Unification Church (Moonies) with a 
wide range of literature, and experience 
in counselling. Speakers are also available 


Note: This article appeared originally in a 
FAIR newsletter. If you need to consult 
them, their address is: FAIR, BCM Box 
3535, PO Box 12, London WCIN 3XX. 

— Editor 


-- please book well in advance. Please 
write to the address given above, 


About new religious and quasi-religious 
groups in general from ‘Deo Gloria 
Outreach’ (7 London Road, Bromley, 
Kent BR] IBY). They have information 
on over 100 such groups active in the UK 
and can supply material Tanging from 
theological to political and psychological 
aspects. Speakers and films are available 
as well as general Christian advice. 


2. Help in a Practical Way 
(a)Watch out for special activities in your 
area (rallies, advertised meetings etc) and 


inform FAIR of them, preferably in 
advance. 


(b) Warn people responsible for hall 
bookings about Unification Church cover 
names. Most widely used are 
‘International One World Crusade’, ‘Holy 


Er 


Spirit Association’, ‘Home Church 
Association’ and ‘United Family 
Enterprises’, but there are many others. 
(List available from FAIR). 


Names can cause confusion concerning 
other groups as well. ‘Hare Krishna’ 
(ISKCON), ‘Children of God’ (Family 
of Love) or TM (Age of Enlightenment). 
If in doubt, contact ‘Deo Gloria 
Outreach’ for details. 


(c) Cut out articles referring to cult 
activities from both national and local 
newspapers and send them to FAIR. This 
information helps to produce an all round 
Picture. Co-operation is very much 
appreciated, especially for our newsletter. 


(d) Beware of door to door vendors with 
Potted plants, plastic flowers, etc. They 
might ask you to support ‘missionary 
work’, ‘charity’ or even ‘Christian Aid’. I 


_— 


(FAIR) -1 = 
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This article was first published in The 
Daily Telegraph on 20 April 1981 and is 
reproduced here with the author’s 
permission. He is a Toc H member who 
first joined the Movement in 1934. 
rejoined recently and is a current Branch 
member. — Editor 


On, too, through Toc H to Save the 
Children and a part in the formation of a 
new branch in the town. 


These, of course, are modest efforts — 
but people help me, too. Just down my 
road lives a policeman. One day he asked 
if it were true that I would like to join 
the bowls club. He did not say how he 
knew — and somehow it did not seem 
right to ask him. 


But he arranged for a committee member 
to greet me at the club, show me round, 
and sign my application form which was 
duly approved. 


The vicar tells me when he thinks the 
parish church is having an exceptional 
preacher, the Methodist minister makes 
sure I know when there are services at his 
church. 


Elderly widows and widowers seemed to 
be mostly adamant: ‘You never get over 
it — but you just have to try’. 


So you do. And whether I succeed or not, 
I have seen enough these past few months 
to appreciate, as my wife always insisted, 
that there are ‘people worse off” some, 
alas, both victims of loneliness and, it 
seems, unable to make much use of 
aloneness. 


Practical Advice 
Influence 


in doubt, check credentials. Licences are 
sometimes shown, but they may not be 
valid having been issued by their own 
organisation. Try to check whether funds 
are going to the claimed causes. Be 
equally aware of literature (or records) 
sold or given for a donation in the streets: 
‘Back to Godhead’ (Hare Krishna — 
ISKCON), ‘True Komix’ (Father David 
for ‘Family Love’). Unification Church 
publications are ‘One World’, ‘Our 
Family’, ‘Home Church News’ and ‘New 
Tomorrow’, but there may be others as 
well. 


(e) Make enquiries at your local Borough 
Council about bye-laws: 
(i) Ask about the rulings concerning 
street selling. (They vary from town 
to town.) 
(ii) Enquire whether the local cult 
centre is in a residential area which 
forbids the use of premises for 


This year, Woman’s Realm are changing 
their approach to their Find a Friend 
campaign, in which they attempt to put 
Ireaders who need more companionship 
and interest in their lives, in touch with 
an organisation that will satisfy that need. 
During the three years the campaign has 
been running, readers of the magazine 
have contacted Toc H, joined their local 
Branches and have found friends. 


This year, instead of a Find a Friend 
week, the campaign will run throughout 
the winter. Public meetings, organised by 
some of the participating organisations, 
such as the Red Cross and the 
Townswomen’s Guild, will be held in 
eight or nine major towns. I shall speak at 
the meetings about my work and how the 
need for this kind of campaign is obvious 
from the letters I receive. It is hoped that 
the meetings will be supported by local 
TV and radio, so reaching a wider 
audience. Although Toc H will not be 
holding a public meeting, your members 
will be very welcome to attend those 
arranged by other organisations, as I am 
anxious to meet and talk to Toc H 


on How to Counteract 
of Harmful Religious Groups. 


educational or religious purposes. We 
know of one centre which had to stop 
training courses for this reason. 


(f) Help to supply groups of people with 
information, (eg head teachers, social and 
youth workers, Citizens’ Advice Bureaux, 
not forgetting clergy) and try to get them 
involved. 


(g) Get advice from FAIR as soon as you 
hear about a person’s recent ‘cult 
involvement. Speed may be of great 
importance. 


(h) Of great help would be the offer of a 
quiet room which could on occasions be 
used for counselling youngsters and/or 
parents. If you can assist in this way, 
FAIR would love to hear from you. 


(i) Inform people in vulnerable positions, 
eg foreign au-pair girls (alert agencies), 


FindaFriend 
Campaign 


by Clare Shepherd (Problems Page Editor, Woman's Realn) 


members. Toc H will also be mentioned 
in the feature announcing the campaign 
and it is hoped that as in previous years, 
all Branches of the organisation will be 
ready to give any new members who 
make the effort to respond to this 
campaign, a very warm welcome. 


students (there are UC centres near 
almost every University campus), and 
young people travelling abroad on their 
own, especially to the USA — in 
particular to California: many British 
Moonies have joined there. 


(j) Write to your local MP (House of 
Commons, Westminster, London 
SW1AA), express concern and if you have 
first hand experience or are sure of your 
facts, request an official enquiry into 
unacceptable activities of cults now 
operating in the UK (fundraising, coercive 
methods of indoctrination, and 
consequential destruction of family unit). 


(k) Please help to support FAIR 
financially. Its only income is from 
subscriptions and donations. The work 
done by part-time volunteers could be 
more effective with larger resources 
available. Production of literature, 
postage, telephone etc are expensive, and 
we are dealing with multi-million cult 
empires. 


To be continued 
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We will Remember... 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In January 
M ‘Max’ Cochrane (Sanderstead) 


In February 
William L Fitzmaurice GM OBE 
(St Helier) 


In April 
Hanna Kirk (Mansfield) 
WC ‘Bill’ White (Tunbridge Wells) 


In May 

Una A Brasher (Penzance) 

E N ‘Eddie’ Digance (Felpham) 

Charles A Hancock (Yiewsley & West 
Drayton) 

Samuel J Hardwick (Stourport on Severn) 
Bessie James (Chirk) 

Seymour Manuel (Ilminster) 

Harold G Maund (Shavington) 

Dorothy Mitchenall (Wantage) 


Madame W H de Sagher (Central Overseas) 


Wilfred Smith (Kendal) 

Herbert V L Thompson (Kennington, 
London) 

Leslie C Tite (Wellingborough) 
Cedric L Woods (Brandon) 


In June 

Joan Bickerton (Fairways) 

John H Crozier (Thornton Cleveleys) 
Claude Marchant (Scarborough ) 
Leslie J Thomas (Camborne) 

Bessie Wright (Netherton) 


George Dixon was Registrar at Toc H 
Headquarters from 1973 to 1977 and was 
my boss throughout that period. He 
joined the HQ staff in 1956 as General 
Members Secretary and was a Toc H 
member long before that. As a colleague 
he was always ready to give advice and 
was an understanding listener. His own 
particular brand of Yorkshire humour 
made talking with him a real pleasure 
Toc H meant a lot to George and he 
took much time and trouble writing 
kindly and interesting letters to members. 
Although dogged by ill health he was 
always cheerful and patient to those he 
worked with. Stamp collecting and 
reading were his hobbies and provided 
many a lively discussion. Since his 
retirement (a year early owing to ill 
health) we have kept in touch and 1 shall 
miss his letters and our telephone chats 
greatly. Toc H has lost a good friend, 
and our sympathy goes out to his wife 
and two children of whom he was so very 
proud. 

RJF 


Herbert Charles (‘Bert’) Dorow died 
in December last year at the age of 10, 
just three days before his 46th wedding 
anniversary. Bert joined the Movement 
in the East End of London when he was 
just 16 and became very active in Bog 
sporting and dramatic activities. e 
moved to Rainham in 1934 and finally 
settled in Ryde (IOW) in 1949. He 
remained an active member of Ryde 
Joint Branch to the end. Bert's widow 
has now arranged for a Communion Tray 
to go to the Old House in accordance 
with his expressed wish. 


The members of Malton (N Yorks) 
Women's Branch have sent us their 
tribute to Winnie Southam who died in 
April. Winnie was a highly skilled nurse — 
SRN and gold medallist — who became 
a District Nurse in York and joined the 
LWH some 45 years ago. When she 
retired, she transferred her long standing 
membership to Malton. She was always 
an astonishingly busy and active woman, 
heavily involved in, Toc H work, serving 
both on the Church Council and as 
Secretary for Cancer Relief and 
committed to innumerable private acts 
of kindness to her patients. Winnie was 
always ready to speak out — a frequent 
press correspondent, first on her feet at 
any “question time’ and skilled at leading 
shy people to join the discussion. ‘She 
was a wonderful character. . . say her 
friends in the Branch. ‘She will be greatly 
missed in her village. . . and we all feel it 
has been a privilege to know her.’ 


Ilminster Branch writes to tell us of the 
death of Seymour Manuel, a long 
standing member and a former Branch 
Chairman. ‘We could never understand’ 
says their Secretary, ‘how one man could 
cram so much good work into his life’. 
This good work — over and above his 
Branch life — included activity as a local 
Councillor and regular assocation with 
RNLI, League of Friends, Save the 
Children, Scouts and a wide range of 
social welfare work, 
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Stourport (Worcs) Men's Branch recently 
lost a greatly loved founder member 
Samuel Hardwick. Ever since the 
formation of our Branch’, Says their Pilot 
‘Sam has been a tower Of strength... His 
wisdom... guided and counselled us in 
our deliberations. From his life's work 
(as a horticulturalist} he acquired a 
patience and sympathetic understanding 
of people which was a very great asset...’ 


Mrs Ivy Stuart McHugh died on 2 May 
and Toc H in Cirencester lost an old ang 
faithful friend. She was a granddaughter 
of Charles Dickens and a niece of 
Tubby’s, a well known author, a founder 
member of Cirencester’s Floral Society 
and — with her husband —a member of 
the Cirencester Operatic Society, The 
Branch writes to say how much they will 
miss ‘ter kindly and helpful presence’ 


One of the most faithful members of 
Kendal Branch — Wilfred Smith — dieg 
peacefully on 21 May after a second 
stroke. Peth tells us ‘Wilf had been 
unable to attend meetings for some time 
but took a deep interest and I used to 
visit each week to give him a summary...’ 


We have just heard from Western 
Approaches District of the death in May 
of a former member and very old friend 
of theirs, Mrs M E (‘Betty’) Munby — 
‘a great stalwart in Toc H.’ 


Bert Hill writes to tell us of the death 
of John Herman Crozier — one of Bert's 
original Toc H sponsors — at the age of 
72. John joined Toc H in Stockport in 
1941 and during the next 27 years held 
every Branch office. As a local 
headmaster, with a special interest in 
young people, he was always active on 
the life of the Stockport Children’s 
Camp. In 1968, John retired and moved 
to the Fylde where he continued his 
Toc H work with Thornton Cleveleys 
Branch. Berts says ‘We in Toc H have 
lost a dear friend but will always 
remember with proud thanksgiving his 
long and devoted service. . .’ 


Llandrindod Wells (Powys) suffered a 
great loss with the death in June of 
Stanley E Francis, a founder member 
(1932) and former Branch Chairman. His 
regular Saturday stint running the Branch 
bookstall, his rota visits to the Old 
Péople's Home and the Day Centre for 
the elderly and the handicapped were all 
carried out with such devotion and 
cheerfulness that he must take a large 
share of the credit for the high regard in 
which Toc H is held in the town. We all 
join his Branch in sending our warm 
sympathy to Stan's wife Joyce and their 
son Keith. 


We give thanks for their lives 


Photos: Wisham Press & Advertiser _ 
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Pupils from several C 


arluke. (Lanarkshire) schools helped the local Toc H Group raise 
funds to buy equipment for the Law Hospital Coronary Care Unit. They collected 


some 2,600 tins and other items for a grocery stall which raised £250. 


Aspects of Unemployment-1 


Facing the Problem when we meet it. 
Nobody knows the anxiety and despair of 
people who have been made redundant or 
who are unemployed, unless he has been 
in the situation himself. I have been 
involved with redundant and unemployed 
people for many years, and at all levels of 
industry, and I know first hand what this 
means to people. For the first time in 
their married lives, the month ends 
without a salary cheque being paid into 
the bank. The blow is shattering to the 
best adjusted and happy families; their 
lives are in tatters; in many cases they just 
cannot accept it. The first thing that a 
person thinks of after he has been made 
redundant is that he has become an utter 
failure in the eyes of his family and 
friends. The problem of informing his 
family (especially his wife) is a major 
hurdle to be overcome. To go into a 
familiar environment — church, club or 
any place where one’s friends congregate 
~ and announce that one is unemployed 


is extremely difficult: the wish not to be 
branded as a failure is always lurking at 
the back of one’s mind. 


Most people cannot understand that it is 
not they that are redundant but their 
jobs. If people can grasp this fact, they 
and their families will gradually come to 
terms with it, and start to rebuild their 
lives on a firmer footing than before. But 
they must have faith in the future, and 
hope and courage to go on, believing their 
lives could and will grow again in a 
positive manner. 


They must be prepared to stand up and 
face themselves at this particular moment 
in their working lives, accepting that 
whatever the future brings, now is the 
time and opportunity to take stock of all 
that has gone before. They should list all 
their achievements, jobs, interests, 
hobbies and experience, realising that 
within themselves are all kind of new 
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Congratulations! 


Roy J Gouldsworth (Cheltenham 
Branch) was made an MBE on the 
occasion of the last Birthday Honours 
List — largely in recognition of his 
services to the NABC, for whom he is 
a Regional Officer. 


In the same list, MBE went to George 
Draper, currently Chairman of 
Wivelshire District of Toc H. George 
was intro- De A 
duced to E 
Toc H in 
1949 by 
his 
father-in- 
law, a 
Tavistock 
Branch 
founder 
member. 


been 
a Central f 

Councillor. He has a wide range of 
other welfare concerns, is a Methodist 
circuit steward and has served as a JP 
for ten years. His award was for 
services to the CEGB and all his work 
for the local community. 


Frank Selby, an active and enthusastic 
member of Toc H in Rhyl for more 
than 30 years, has been elected Mayor 
of Rhyl for the current year. Frank 
took office in May and all Rhyl North 
Branch have asked us to express their 
warmest congratulations and their 
assurance of full support at all times. 


by Geoffrey Barlaw 
possibilities. No longer must they feel 
despondent or useless: they remain very 
useful people both to their families and 
to the community at large. 


Remembering to sell themselves with 
every job application and refusing to be 
dissuaded by the first knock down is all 
important. After all, there are others who 
are in the same position — who have 
possibly been there for longer periods of 
time. They must share their problems 
with their wives and’ families, not try to 
take the world on alone and come off 
second best. The family must work hard 
at the job in hand — that of gaining fresh 
employment — together as a unit. We live 
in an exciting time and we shall sce the 
United Kingdom become again a major 
producing nation. People must be ready 
to stand in the front row with all the 
self confidence they can muster, 
To be continued 
a 
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q 
Weekend 
Special 


TOM’S TOURS in liaison with the 
HOTEL AMBASSADOR offer you an 
Autumn Weekend Break that includes 
a memorable one day tour of 
POPERINGE and YPRES. 


ITINERARY 


Friday 16 October 
Arrive HOTEL 
Dinner 6 pm - 8 pm. 


AMBASSADOR. 


Saturday 17 October 
After breakfast your coach takes you 
to Dover and drives on board the 
modern Townsend Thoresen ferry 
for the crossing to Calais. From here 
it's a pleasant tour through northern 
France and into Belgium. Soon after 
crossing the border we are in 
POPERINGE where we visit ‘The Old 
House’ for refreshments etc. After 
‘POP’ its on to YPRES (WIPERS) 
for a look around then we go up the 
MENIN ROAD passing HELLFIRE 
CORNER to the TRENCHES at 
SANCTUARY WOOD, on to the 
POOL OF PEACE then back towards 
Calais where a short stop will be made. 
On the return sailing a three course 
dinner will be served. (A packed 
lunch is supplied by your hotel). 


Sunday 18 October 
After breakfast it’s goodbye from all 
at the HOTEL AMBASSADOR as you 
return home having made the trip you | 
had always promised yourself. 


PRICE — £42.00 inc 


NO PASSPORT is REQUIRED. 
TOM’S TOURS will issue free of 
charge an I D Card suitable for the 
tour. Please supply one passport size 
photograph. 


A deposit of £10.00 per person is 
required and bookings should be sent 
to: 


TOM'S TOURS 
§ Sandwich Close 
Folkestone 
Kent 
Telephone: Folkestone (0303)56129 


Tubby Clayton 


I write to dissociate myself from the 
judgment expressed by Alan Paton and 
supported by the present Director that 
there was in Tubby a ‘streak of 
phoniness’. (Point Three June 1981). 

The three dictionaries which I 
consulted define ‘phoney’ as ‘sham, 
counterfeit, not genuine, fake, insincere, 
pretentious’. Each is as unpleasant and 
destructive as the other. 

My justification for dissent is 
based on my experience of ten years on 
the staff, four and a half years as Deputy 
Vicar of All Hallows, and as Tubby's 
Literary Executor. The last appointment 
necessitated the reading of a vast number 
of papers. Amongst them were some 
private diaries which I had authority to 
destroy if I thought fit. I destroyed them. 
But I think that in view of the charge 
made against Tubby it is now proper for 
me to disclose the fact that from time to 
time they included a prayer that he might 
be delivered from some fault which he 
saw or believed that he saw in himself. 
This does not seem to me to be the 
action of a man who was a bit of a 
phoney... 

I am not amongst those who 
viewed or still view Tubby with 
‘uncritical adulation’, though | am not 
sure that I do not prefer this attitude to 
the publicising of a damning judgment 
which, after all, may be erroneous. I am 
well aware that Tubby shared many of 
the faults which may also be ours; but I 
did not find ‘phoniness’ among them. 

I would hope that each successive 
generation of Toc H would take a close 


look at Tubby’s recorded concept of and 
intention for the Family, and if and when 
necessary make such changes as it 
thought desirable. But equally I hope that 
this will be done without indulging in the 
popular pastime of character assassination 
even though the assassination is qualified. 


Revd John Durham 
London 


Toc H ‘Honours List’ 


John Mitchell's article in the May issue of 
Point Three was hardly in the best of 
taste. He should not forget that the 
Movement has the unique privilege of 
being Incorporated by Royal Charter. 

I am not in favour of trying to 
capture Prince Charles at this stage just 
for his name, so I do not disagree with 
John’s remarks on that score. However, 
I feel that his comments on Angus Ogilvy 
are less than gracious and totally ignore 
the fact that he came to be our Vice- 
Patron not because of his association with 
‘the Royals’ but as a result of a very 
strong recommendation by Sir Robert 
Tredgold. 

I wish John had taken the trouble 
to check his facts before rushing into 
print. The policy that the Central 
Executive is now following has been 
made possible only by the huge injection 
of funds from the sale of Trinity Square. 
Angus played a major part then by 
making the Movement stick out for the 
highest possible offer: we owe him at 
least £500,000 for the advice he gave us. 
Moreover, it is a fact that, without his 
personal support, we would never have 
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st raised £60 at a coffee morning attended 


by some 70 people. The money was raised as a contribution to the running costs of the 


town’s voluntary car pool. 
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Opinions expressed in these columns (including any editorial 
contributor and not necessarily those of the T 3 
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Only letters carrying the correspondent’s full 


Tubby’s support for the sale. 

1 hope that this letter will correct 
the slant given to our association with 
Angus. Personally, I regret that the Editor 
published John’s article without 
checking. 

George Davis 
Newbury, Berks 
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‘Personal View’ 


Last evening I was reading the Guest 
Editorial in Point Three — April issue — 
and it gives one food for thought. Is the 
Third Point of the Compass missing? The 
training in Toc H used to stress our 
becoming better members of our own 
Church and, through that experience, 
going out into the every work day world 
better equipped to serve God and our 
fellow man. Have we lost the spiritual 
side of our existence? I thank Huw Gibbs 
in the May issue for saying ‘In a sense, 
jobmastery begins on our knees’. One is 
also grateful to Ken Prideaux-Brune for 
his oft-times helpful article. 

‘A Convention — a Starting point 
fora New Deal — why not Toc H?’ This 
would mean another sect and there are 
thousands of them in the world today. 
A Christian is a follower of Christ — and 
I would remind ‘B D’ Brown that there 
are many more men like St Francis of 
Assisi, Brother Lawrence, Dr Martin 
Luther King, etc alive in the world today. 
Also, most clergy are scholars of a sort 
and familiar with the teachings of Jewish, 
Muslim, Hindu, Buddhists and other 
faiths. Are we to live in the past? The 
Church was meant for sinners. If we were 
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all perfect, there would be no need for 
the Church, Today, we are living in a 
materialistic world and we have to fight 
it with spiritual values. There is no other 
way. Of course the Church loses people, 
Of course the Church makes mistakes 
because we are the Church and human 
beings, but Jet us not forget Christ is 
the Head Cornerstone — it is to Him we 
look as a loving and forgiving Father. 
His Church will remain long after we are 
dead and gone. 


Mrs J M N Jackson 
Weston, Ontario 


Toc H for ‘Choice’ at Pontin’s 


Recently it was my pleasure to attend 
a pre-retirement/retirement course 
organised by ‘Choice’ Magazine and 
Pontin’s at their Paignton holiday camp. 

This course covered many aspects 
of retirement and dealt with the problems 
that beset folk about to retire. Subjects 
grave and gay were handled by experts in 
such fields as taxation, housing, wills, 
investments, .health etc. Hobbies and 
pastimes were also dealt with and spare 
time activities were discussed at some 
length. It was in this context that I was 
asked to speak on Toc H to an audience 
of 250-300 people. 

I dealt briefly with the Movement 
as a whole, stressing the fact that it is not 
an ex-servicemen’s organisation and then 
went on to tell something of what my 
own Branch is trying to do and pointed 
out that everyone had something to 
contribute to the life of the community 


in which he lives and that such help is 


ise funds with a coffee morning 
ress of Kirklees. Moneys raised 
leged children to Colsterdale. 


sorely needed and yields rich returns 
in many ways. 

I had taken copies of Point Three 
and some leaflets for distribution and 
these were all taken. I was asked many 
questions and had three definite enquiries 
about getting in touch with local 
Branches. 

Afterwards, Bill Loving, Editor of 
‘Choice’ thanked me for my talk and said 
that he thought it would be a good idea 
to include a session on Toc H in future 
courses. 

Since returning home I have 
written to thank the organisers for a 
most enjoyable week and offered my 
assistance if this idea of a session on 
Toc H should be taken up. Two more of 
these courses are scheduled for this year 
(South Devon 26 September —3 
October, and Broadreeds, Selsey-on-Sea 
: 17 — 24 October). The price is £60 + 
VAT for seven nights. 


Reg C Tarry 
Christchurch, Dorset 


Looking for a holiday? 


Following up an advertisement in Point 
Three my sister and J have just returned 
from an enjoyable visit to Folkestone, 
where we stayed at the Claremont Hotel 
under the Adams family — members of 
Toc H. This was evident in the excellent 


service given and we would highly 
recommend it should other Point Three 
readers be looking for such 
accommodation. 


Mary Butcher 
Bromiley, Kent 


Help! 


Ernest Daynes, a Chard (Somerset) 
Branch member, has just spent a week 
in the Old House repairing the musical 
instruments there. Inside the piano, he 
found a snapshot titled in pencil on 
the back ‘Sir Ernest Shackleton in 


Archangel, 1919’. The photograph also 


bears a rubber stamp reading 
‘Copyright Jack OBrien, Hitching’. 


If any reader has a claim to this 
picture or can give any information 
about it, please write to: E P Daynes 
MIMIT, Snaefell, South Chard, 
Somerset TA20 2PG or telephone 
South Chard 273. 


Photo: Chester Chronicle 


‘T Rememb 


My First Hop Fest 


On 5 September 1917, a young 
Scottish soldier, 19 years of age and 
already a veteran of two years on the 
Somme, arrived in Poperinge and was 
billeted in army huts between two hop 
farms on the Westouterscweg. J am that 
Scottish soldier and the privileged leader 
of a Scottish party of Toc H members 
which arrived at Talbot House in 
Gasthuisstraat on 15 September 1978, 
exactly 61 years later... 


My unit of the Royal Engineers was the 
telephone and telegraph company on the 
ANZAC Corps Headquarters Staff 
commanded by Lieut-General Sir William 
Birdwood. Our office was situated in a 
school at Hooggraff, and in nearby 
buildings the General amd his staff were 
housed in preparation for the Battle of 
Passchendaele. The 20 September 1917 
was `Z’ Day for attack. 


l have vivid recollections of those hop 
farmers and their families whose kindness 
we could not forget. In those far off days 
the railway operated from Hazebrouck to 
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A regular event in the bu 
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by Tom Kennedy 
Poperinge and part of our military duties 
consisted of taking reels of light trench 
telephone wire from Poperinge railway 
station to the Main Road to a place called 
Birr Cross Roads and sometimes to Hell 
Fire Corner... 


It was in mid-September 1917 that we 
were invited by our Belgian friends to 
join them in a very austere Hop Fest at 
their farms. We enjoyed the Belgian beer, 
and I remember very well that a German 
aeroplane appeared overhead and 
dropped three anti-personnel bombs on 
our camp. We found out afterwards that 
the intruder was an aviator of Baron von 
Richtofen’s Squadron based at the 
German airfield in Douai. That was my 
first Hop Fest... 


On Thursday 15 May 1958 (Ascension 
Day) I returned to Poperinge and the 
Scherpenberg after an absence of 40 years 
and to my surprise I saw my old dugouts 
again on the side of the hill . . . On 
descending the hill J observed an 
estaminet belonging to Mr and Mrs 
Theophiel Depuydt-Allenman of 
Bellesteenwey 78 . . . To them it was 
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obvious I was a stranger in their neigh- 
bourhood. They were very interested to 
learn that I knew the district well and | 
told them my story of the Scherpenberg 
dugouts of World War I. We have 
remained good friends ever since and | 
visit the family every time I return. 


It was my privilege to be invited by the 
Burgemeester and Town Council of 
leper, along with two of my Scottish 
Party of Toc H members, to the 
celebrations in leper commemorating the 
60th anniversary of the Battle of 
Passchendaele and SOth anniversary of 
the Inauguration of the Menin Gate on 
34 September 1977. It was a soul 
inspiring experience for me and one | 
shall never forget. At the Burgemeester's 
Reception in the Cloth Hall it was a great 
joy to me to meet my good friend 
De Heer F Vandevoorde-de Marex of 
Ieper who knows Scotland very well. We 
had much to talk about of mutual 
interest. I deeply appreciate the honour 
bestowed on our Scottish Toc H Party by 
the Burgemeester and Town Council of 
leper. ` 


I am now in my 84th year and still hold 
dear to my heart my friendship with the 
homely delightful people of Poperinge 
and district where I have so many 
friends... 


sy lives of Bob and Gwyn Harvey from Llanarmon Branch and Mold Women’s Branch respectively is the 


annual painting week held in the gardens of their home in North Wales. Their interest in painting has stimulated the interest of 
many at Toc H painting holidays and this Welsh hillside venue has become a firm favourite for all those taking part. 
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Colin Camp bell writes: 

Mevrouw Rosa Van Hee, better known 
to her many Toc H friends as Madame de 
Sagher, widow of former Burgermeester 
Walter de Sagher, died suddenly in 
hospital in à 
leper at the 
age of 

on 22 May: 
Her funeral 
service in 
st John’s 
Church in 
Poperinge 
on 29 May 
was 
attended by 
a full delegation representing Toc H, the 
Talbot House Association and the Belgian 
Friends of Talbot House. It was, perhaps, 
some indication of her unique and 


that of the Management Committee of 
Talbot House. She had been the 
Chairman of the Friends and 
Vice-President of the Association. 
Poperinge, the Old House and Toc H will 
all miss her greatly but all give thanks 
beyond measure for ail that she gave to 
them. 

Madame de Sagher was a shy person, 
her shyness accentuated by a quite 
erroneous belief that her English was 
inadequate. An endearing humility 
sometimes sat oddly with her fierce 
guardianship of Talbot House, its good 
name and all for which it stood. She was 
less at ease in the Chair than in the 
kitchen of the Old House, organising a 
steady flow of tea, cake and biscuits for 
the Garden Parties and, when that duty 


The Wider Family 


was fulfilled, quietly conversing with 
friends in the garden itself. For those 
English friends who have been 
accustomed to enjoy the privilege of her 
hospitality in her own lovely home, to 
really get to know her in the context of 
her own family, to which Toc H owes so 
much, Poperinge can never be quite the 
same. Her family need no formal words 
of sympathy from them to tell them how 
deep was the friendship and how much it 
meant to both sides and they know with 
certainty that that friendship will live on. 

Toc H is often described as a 
Movement and Talbot House in Poperinge 
as its birthplace. It is thanks to the 
devoted love, service and faith of such 
members as Madame de Sagher that the 
Old House is not just a piece of history 
but, with the ever growing participation 
of friends of all ages in Poperinge, a 
motive force in its own right. One senses 
the benevolent approval of the Founder 
Padre himself. 


weekend in 


May 
celebration of 150 years of Belgian music. 


The last saw a 
Present were two Chelsea Pensioners 
(88 year old Nicholas Keating MM and 
85 year old George Briggs). They were, 
of course, given the ‘red carpet’ treatment 
and Charles and Ivy Swan invited them to 
visit the Old House. 
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Fred Mason (centre), Warden of the 
Toc H Services Club at Verden in BAOR, 
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saw to it that Toc H helped with the 
organisation of a sponsored walk by 
soldiers from the Garrison. They raised 
some £175 to help with equipmeut for 


The Toe H Public School in Cochin, 
Kerala, South India is one of the major 


Branch has acquired a site and is seeking 
to raise funds to build their own school 
premises. The photos show an action song 


arol i ter ] ipme 
ieee $ me Pachia ARS and a group dance performed during the | the local school for Physically and 
but h NT > i celebration of their third birthday. mentally handicapped children. 

as no room to expand. Now the 3 


ee 


SONT 


(From Toc H Journal, August 1931) 


A Ruling Passion? 


I was quite a small boy when the war was 
on, and yet | remember a great many 
things which happened at the time. The 
slogans, such as ‘a war to end war’; the 
shock of reading Kitchener’s death; 
hurried leaves of elder brothers and 
friends; sudden news of death. But above 
all, I remember the constantly expressed 
sentiment that a new spirit had come to 
earth. The cook’s son and the Duke’s 
son fought side by side in the trenches: 
snobbery was dead. The women of all 
classes were working together at home as 
they had never done before. Altogether, 
there was a new spirit between men and 
women of all classes. Why? — Surely 
because of a unifying passion — to win 
the war. 


Toc H started in England with the idea 
foremost of keeping alive in peacetime 
the spirit manifested during the war. 
But men were disillusioned, jobs were 
scarce, prices very high — the spirit fled. 


Hundreds upon hundreds gave their 
youth and all that life means in youth 
because they believed in the slogan ‘a 
war to end war.’ And because we let them 
die in that belief it must be fulfilled. 
Otherwise all is mockery. 


But the spirit has fled. Where is the 
adventure of a raid at dawn, in 
peacetime? Where, in peace, is the 
comradeship that men find when little 
things are too little to matter? War must 
come again to give adventure? Let us 
forget Julian Grenfell, Rupert Brooke and 
the thousand unsung? 


But Toc H claims to be a family as, in the 
war, all were one family. And the ruling 
passion must be service — the world’s 
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The 
alternative is war again and ‘the England 


ruling passion must be service. 
for which they died’ is slop and 
sentiment, and we are howling humbugs. 


And is service a ruling passion in Toc H? 
Will bathchair pushing and stewarding at 
fetes give a man the adventure he seeks? 
I’m wildly in favour of bathchair pushing 
as a good beginning, but I think we rather 
consider it an end in itself. 


Surely, our service ought to be planned to 
introduce a man to the big issues that will 
give him adventure if he wants it. I am 
quite willing to admit that bathchairs 
will satisfy some for ever, but then, they 
would never have gone into the sunrise in 
an aeroplane. 


Isn’t our service a bit narrow in its scope? 
Boys’ work will always be the most 
important thing that we can do, and for 
those who find it suitable to their 
temperament it will provide as great an 
adventure as anything; but the number 
who are suited is far smaller than we will 
admit. The Jobmaster (poor bewildered 
wretch!) seems to be saying all the time: 
‘Well, there’s boys’ clubs, you know, and 
— er — of course there’s boys’ clubs,’ and 
then (brightly) ‘there’s boys’ clubs!” 


But all jobs should be a snare to catch the 
man into a great adventure. He who takes 
on after care visiting may some day throw 
up the sponge and decide to get at the 
cause of the trouble, and henceforth 
housing or health clinics will become his 
tuling passion. 


The intellectual who refuses a job but 
attends a study circle should some day 
have his imagination fired by the futility 
of things as they are, and economics will 
claim him; for he will have realised that 


bread is fundamental and that it js 
necessary for man’s dignity that he 
should earn it. 


Yet another, while hearing talks at guest 
nights on better bathrooms or the seven 
hour day, may feel that such blessings 
will be almost useless in themselves save 
a change of heart comes too, and he wil] 
find a use for all his powers in Church 
work. 


The artist may feel that reform is all very 
well, but with the coming of more and 
better machinery, and hence great liberty, 
men and women will not know how to 
spend their leisure time. And he will set 
to work now, before these affairs come 
about, training the young in arts and 
crafts, in the drama, in music, so that 
people shall not have to resort to 
mechanical amusement in their spare 
time. 


And so one could go on, but surely the 
point is that we are footling away men’s 
time? We want to keep them in mouse 
traps instead of setting them on the 
highway of adventure. A family by all 
means, with fresh life, coming in at one 
end, then catching fire, and going out to 
serve, having found a cause for which to 
live. Why should we expect to foster the 
spirit of the war if we do nothing to 
provide the circumstances in which it can 
flourish? Toc H has a slogan about 
changing chaps, but oddly enough, if 
they were changed they would be up and 
doing and (possibly) irregular at guest 
nights: and I don’t believe that in our 
present state we should really welcome 
that. As a Jobmaster my great desire is 
to see the members one by one serving 
under their own sail, and [ hope that I 
shall cling to that desire, even though it 
is a bit hard when the Annual Report 
to the Guard of the Lamp is required, 
and one realises the impotence of dreams 
as opposed to concrete facts from a well 
kept card index! 
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Small Ads à 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 5p a word (minimum SOp) to Point 


Three Magazine. Rates of display 
advertisements can be obtained from the 
Editorial Office, Toc WH, 1 Forest Close, 


Wendover. Telephone: 0296 623911. 


Christian Singles Holidays/!ousepartics/Tours 
Switzerland, Devon, Scotland, Sussex. 
Friendship contacts. Group _ activitics. 
Nationwide. Christian Friendship Fellowship, 
Dept/B23, Edenthorpe, Doncaster. (sac). 


Conwy, dinner and B & B. Weekends, mid-week 
bookings, ideal for walking, touring, near sea 
and mountains. Terms £50 per week. Doreen 
and Bill Baxter, Llys Gwilym Guest House, 
3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, Conwy, 
N Wales. Telephone: 049 263 2351. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs, (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 


parties and individual 
visitors to this lovely old 
city within easy reach of 
other famous citics of art, 
and of the coast. Comfort- 
able, modernised hotel. 
Quiet situation. Parking. English spoken. 
Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 
Mr Jules Lictacrt, Hotel Jacobs, Balicstraat 1, 
Bruges, 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 


Folkestone, The Adams Family offer you that 
comfort and service you deserve for your 
holiday. Comfortable rooms fully centrally 
heated, good home cooking and good 
fellowship, we're Toc H members of course. 
Groups, retreats, seminars, partics of 10 or 
more at special rates. Brochure and terms on 
request. Bright & Lil Adams, Claremont Private 
Hotel, Claremont Road, Folkestone, Kent. 
Tel. Folkestone (0303) 54897. 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diaries, etc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Novelties, 
Bradford BD] 3HE. 


Caravan, Clacton. Toc M families welcome. 
6 berth, fully equipped, 100 yards from seu, 
good facilities for children. Social club and 
heated swimming pool and shops. British Rail 
from Liverpool Street. Coaches from London 
to site. Local bus service. Season: 5-12, 12-19, 
19-26 Sept. £36 per week. Full details and map 
from Mrs Burgess, 6 Upper Park Road, Clacton, 
Essex. Tel: 0255 29428. SAE please. 


Weymouth = Homely Guest House. 
Accommodation, bed and breakfast or bed, 
breakfast und evening meal. Access at all times. 
Reasonable rates. Reductions carly/late season. 
Mrs Allen, ‘Shankra’, 124 Abbotsbury Road, 
Weymouth. Telephone: 0305 785467. 


Weymouth — Bed, breakfast and evening meal. 
Open all year including Christmas. Winter 
weekend breaks from £14.50. Weeks from £44. 
Bar, free parking. Coach parties and children 
welcome. Mrs J Cole, Kirtleton House, 21 
Kirtleton Avenue, Weymouth. Telephone: 
0305 785296. 


North Buckinghamshire. For properties in the 
area between £10,000 and £30,000, please 
contact Bonner & Son, Chartered Surveyors, 
12 Market Square, Buckingham. 

Telephone: 028 02 2301. 
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